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upon it with vermilion, or, if that be inconvenient, that they
should collect a number of stones and throw them down at the
root of the tree Whoever, after this, passes by, is sure to add
a stone or two to the heap, believing the place to be the resi-
dence of a Bhoot Some, too, throw without taking heed to
what they are doing If the place be one where stones are not
easily procurable, a bit of old rag is thrown so as to adhere to
the tree, and every one who passes by follows the example once
set They call the spot the ' Rag-uncle's ' In places where
trees are scarce these uncles are very common, and people are
much annoyed with the dread of touching them The name
' uncle ' is given to the Bhoot by women as a term of respect
Men are less superstitious, but no woman ever thinks of passing
one of these places without adding at least one stone to the
heap, or one rag to the Rag-uncle's tree If no rag be forth-
coming, she will pull a few threads out of her dress and use
these instead In case a woman have forgotten to perform this
ceremony she will be overcome with fear of the consequences,
begin to tremble, and cry out that she is ' uncle,' and that he
has taken possession of her body and is vexing her because she
neglected to add a stone to his heap x Similarly, whenever in
any place there is a hillock or mound upon which a few stones
have been piled one above the other, every passer-by considers
himself bound to add a stone to the heap, considering that
the spot is some Dev's residence, and that if any one raise
a little temple there his house will flourish Such monuments
1 Our own sagacious King James accounts for the women being
more superstitious, thus —
'The reason is easy, for as that sex is frailer than man is, so is it
' easier to be entrapped in these gross snares of the Divell, as was over
' well proved to be true by the serpent's deceiving of Eva at the begin
' rung, which makes him homelier with that sexe senaine '
Colonel Tod describes a custom similar to this in Harawati —
* Half way, we passed a roofless shed of loose stones, containing the
' divinity of the Bhils , it is in the midst of a grove of thorny, tangled
' brushwood, whose boughs were here and there decorated with, shreds
' of various coloured cloth, offerings of the traveller to the forest divinity
ffor protection against evil spirits, by which. I suppose the Bhils
' themselves are meant ' He adds, in a note, ' The same practice is
' described by Park as existing in Africa '—Annals of RagaatJian, Oxford,
1920, ui 1703, with the note of the editor

